Dante’s Inferno
Canto V
Reading Guide
Directions: Please answer under each question below. Make your answers BOLD.

Before you begin . . . Find an image of Dante’s Inferno. Paste it here. Notice what this shape may imply.
1.  Read about Francesca da Rimini on Wikipedia. You can do a Google search. After you read the page, write a brief summary (5-8 lines) that explain her story.

2.  Read Canto V in the book. Be sure to read the summary as well.

3.  Go to Schmoop Canto 5. You can do a Google search. Read the summary of Canto 5 here.

4.  Who is Minos? How does he decide in which level a sinner will spend eternity? 

5.  Copy and paste a picture of Minos here.

6. Which souls are in the second Circle of Hell? 

7. How are these sinners being punished in the second Circle of Hell? How does the punishment symbolically represent the sin?
8. Who are some of the famous people here? Choose one, research their story here and explain why Dante would have decided to place them in the Second Circle of the Inferno. The other members of your group must choose a different person to research.

9.  List the name of the other people in your group along with the character that they researched.
10. A key to understanding the Inferno is that many of the guilty souls found there avoid taking responsibility for their actions. As you read, examine how Francesca avoids taking responsibility for her actions. (Spin is nothing new. Francesca is excellent at spinning her story to make herself appear in a good light.) 
11.  According to Francesca, why do she and Poalo fall in love?  How does this explanation show that she does not take responsibility for her sin?

12.  In the story that Francesca tells, she leaves out some things. What are the things that she leaves out? 

13. A key to understanding the Inferno (and The Divine Comedy) is that when Dante has long conversations with sinners (and other people), it is almost always because these sinners (and other people) have something important to say to him. Dante can learn from the sinners with whom he speaks, if he listens in the right way and does not allow himself to be scammed. 
14. How did Francesca and Paolo die? 
15.  Where is Paolo’s brother now? Why?

16.  What can Dante learn from his conversation with Francesca and Paolo? 

